
HOME MISSION SUNDAY 

This Sunday is officially Home Mission Sunday for the Catholic Church in England & Wales. That statement may 
not get your pulse racing. But more significantly, to many Catholics 'Home Mission' sounds like a contradiction in 
terms, because 'Mission' means going out (and most of us think that means going abroad, to 'mission territories') 
while 'Home' means staying in, something we've all got rather good at during the pandemic. 

Fortunately, we no longer accept racist understandings of overseas missions as 'civilising the natives'. But we 
also need a radical shift in our understanding of the need for Mission in our own country. Long before Covid 
struck, it was clear that the holy trinity of 'Home-Parish-School' is no longer effective as a way passing on faith to 
the next generation. In the last 15 years I have baptised over 440 children at OLOL – more than the average 
weekly congregation here in September, 2019! And in that time we have received only 20 adults into full 
communion and baptised a further 8. I leave you to calculate how many people there would be at mass each 
Sunday if everyone came. 

But it's not simply a 'numbers game'. It's far more about rethinking our own understanding of faith. Once upon a 
time, not believing in God was almost literally unthinkable. God was a given. And for immigrant and previously 
persecuted communities (like the Catholic Church hereabouts) personal faith and group solidarity were 
intertwined. Now, through secularisation, not only is God not the starting-point but God is unlikely to be the 
conclusion in society's debates, even if the old brittleness of militant atheism sits alongside a new openness to 
'spirituality'. Yoga, Mindfulness, Eco-consciousness and western reinterpretations of Buddhism are all 'cool'. It's 
only 'organised religion' which isn't. 

Instead of lamenting our situation, let's embrace it as an opportunity for mission. To be a believer is to be 
someone who has found in the Gospel something life-giving and life-changing. To be a Christian is a decision, not 
a presumption. To be a disciple is a commitment, not an accident of birth. It is our own families and relationships 
which are our mission-territory today. We live among people who have never heard the Gospel convincingly 
proclaimed or who no longer see it as relevant to their lives. Back home and in neighbourhoods and workplaces, 
we give witness to the Good News we have heard, by living lives that make sense, rooted in prayer and built on 
love. That is our mission today. Let's do it.           - Fr. Rob  

SUNDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2021 — 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

PSALTER WEEK 1, Lectionary Cycle B 

A  L IVES I M P L Y  a n d  F A I R T R A D E  P A R I S H  

We commend to the Lord all who have died 
recently, especially Jean Casey; together with Betty 
Woods, Miti Orchard, Ludwick Sosabowski, Michelle 
Bisson and Peggy Fitzgerald, whose anniversaries of 
death fall at this time.  

Parish Prayer Intentions For September: For 
God's blessing on the new academic year; for the 
rebuilding of our community life and mission after the 
pandemic; for our young people being confirmed this 
month; for the harvest, the fruits of human work and 
the reverent use of creation; for Pope Francis’ prayer 
intention for September: “that we all will make 
courageous choices for a simple and environmentally 
sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young people who 
are resolutely committed to this.” 

Prayers needed? A book of prayer intentions is 
placed on the altar at all masses. If you’d like a name 
or intention added to the book, phone/e-mail Fr. Rob. 

https://bit.ly/2Lu1sN4


Keeping Each Other Safe: Be mindful that the pandemic is not over and that some are very vulnerable, 
even after being ‘double-jabbed’. Sanitise your hands on entry, wear a mask unless exempt (especially 
when singing) and give people space. We’re all working together to keep OLOL covid-secure. If you have any 
concerns e: office@olchurch.org.uk / t: 020 8398 2191. 

Congratulations to the 26 young parishioners confirmed by Bishop Richard this Saturday. May they 
receive in abundance the gifts of the Spirit – Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Reverence 
and Fear of the Lord – and may they live always as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.  

This Sunday is Home Mission Sunday. There will be a retiring collection for the Bishops' Conference's work in the 
field of evangelisation in England & Wales. There is also a Pastoral Letter from Bishop Richard attached to this 
newsletter concerning the Assisted Dying Bill (see item below).  

Assisted Dying Bill: Our Bishops asks us to oppose the private member's bill, introduced by Baroness 
Meacher in the House of Lords, The Catholic Church teaches that we cannot directly choose to take the life of 
another, even if they request it. Our Bishops urge you to PRAY that this Bill is defeated, WRITE to peers and 
Members of Parliament expressing concern about the proposed legislation and SHARE resources with family and 
friends, especially via social media. A particularly fine argument against the Bill is offered by Rowan Williams at 
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/43022. Other useful resources are at https://www.carenotkilling.org.uk  

Junior Church: Our Children’s Liturgy is back this weekend at 10.45am Sunday mass for children who have not 
yet begun preparing for First Communion. We'll be very focused on keeping this Covid-secure. If you have queries, 
contact juniorchurch@olchurch.org.uk or talk to Nicola O'Donnell or Nora Cleeve  

Monday mass is at 9.15am so that a class from St. Paul's school can attend. This week we welcome 
Class 5A to worship w ith our daily congregation. 

Take Time Meditation: Find stillness and peace amidst the hassles of life. Each Monday at 8pm via 
zoom. Please email meditations@olchurch.org.uk for the link. 

Tuesday is the feast of St. Matthew, Apostle. St. Paul's School w ill lead our worship as they celebrate 
the beginning of the school year at 10.30am 

Our First Communion Children meet again next Saturday (September 25) from 4.45pm.  

Coffee After Mass: we'd love to reintroduce coffee after mass at both 9am and 10.45am masses as a 
really easy way of creating community and offering hospitality. But this is only possible if we have a coordinator 
for each mass and willing volunteers to take responsibility week by week, setting up beforehand and 
clearing away afterwards. If 6 families or groups of friends at each mass step up that only means doing it once 
every half-term (and we'll ensure it's as Covid-secure as possible. Sign up after mass or e-mail the office.  

New Voices Needed: Our choir sings at the 10.45am Masses on 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, 
with a rehearsal on the previous Tuesday evening. They would love a few more members. If you are interested in 
joining, contact Marilyn at choir@olchurch.org.uk.  

First Communion 2022 Preparation: Our next course of preparation for Holy Communion for children in 
Year 3 or above will begin in January. Sign-up forms will be available next weekend and up to the autumn half-
term. 

Re-igniting our Parish Purpose: “To be a parish in joyful mission: welcoming all, empowering Christian lives, 
supporting others.” We want to encourage you to feed your faith by learning about it and deepening your prayer. 
Here are two options to consider: the Bible Timeline Course, developed by Jeff Cavins, who divides the Bible into 
12 easily understood periods, offering a clear road-map through what can seem a daunting body of texts. Mauro 
Ianicelli is leading a free 8-week online course, beginning on Wednesday, September 29. Each session begins 
at 7pm. You can find out more and register at www.comeandsee.org (Let the parish office know if you do sign up.) 
Secondly, Mary's Mantle Consecration offers a 46-day self-directed spiritual retreat for busy people, built on daily 
recitation of the rosary, some fasting and an act of personal consecration. The book is widely available online (e.g. 
£7.85 from www.abebooks.co.uk or on Amazon Kindle) and offers a daily reflection, looking at the building blocks 
of Catholic spirituality – the virtues and the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit. We intend to begin it on October 7, the Feast 
of Our Lady of the Rosary, completing it on November 21. 

Afghanistan: Cafod has launched an appeal fund to get the humanitarian aid which w ill undoubtedly be 
needed this winter to the country. https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Afghanistan-crisis-appeal. More 
locally, ElmbridgeCAN is still looking for further properties in Elmbridge to rent under the government resettlement 
scheme – and for funds and practical help to welcome refugee families. See http://www.elmbridgecan.org.uk  

Parishioner Simon Rawsthorne is officially over halfway in his pledge to run 72 miles (115K) in 
September for the British Red Cross "Miles for Refugees”. Simon has raised £770 to date, while the overall appeal 
has so far raised £281,215! Thank you to everyone who has sponsored him so far - to donate to this incredibly 
worthwhile cause see https://miles.redcross.org.uk/fundraising/Milesforrefugees21-SimonRawsthorne  

The London Jesuit Centre's programme of courses begins this month: Introduction to the Old 
Testament (from 23 Sept): https:/ / bit.ly/ 2XvxvC1 The Old Testament is essential to understanding 
the history of salvation and the course will map out the main arc of the Old Testament narrative by exploring four 
central themes: creation, covenant, prophecy and kingship. Prayer from Scratch (from 29 Sept): https://
bit.ly/3ltWu0r Prayer is at the very heart of the Christian life and this course, over five Wednesdays, will help 
participants see prayer in a new way. There will be time for discussion and reflection, as well as periods of guided 
prayer. God and Suffering I - Philosophical Questions (from 23 Sept): https:/ / bit.ly/ 2XnAyvy  It has been 
a centuries old cry of atheists – how can there be a perfect, loving God given that the world is so full of suffering? 
The course will explore some of the key philosophical arguments and help participants understand the issues more 
deeply. A full list of LJC events, courses and retreats: www.londonjesuitcentre.org. 
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