
ADVENT’S EMPTY  
JOURNEYING TO JOY 

Perhaps no one ever told you but  
these Advent days were not devised  
to be a costly, fractious time 
of burden and fatigue. 

Once their purpose wasn't that of 
filling up the freezer fit to burst, 
preloading us with Christmas cheer 
and emptying our bank accounts to boot. 

The point was patient, hope-filled waiting, 
an emptying, a making space,  
the building of a nest, a stable place 
where love could be renewed. 

A time to hear the angel's words anew: 
"You've found God's favour, child;" 
to wonder how, then, this could be 
and feel the Spirit's shadow coming near.  

A time to journey first into Judaean hills 
to share another's joy, to help and to be held, 
to sing Magnificats wherever  
heralds of true Gospel hope are born. 

A time at last to wend our way to Bethlehem, 
to find there is no place for Christ  
among the gaudy palaces of plenty 
or the noisy taverns of excess. 

But in a dark cave dug beneath the House of Bread, 
in the unexpected caverns of our story, too, 
there we head and there we wait in prayer to hear  
the infant's cry and angel's song and find our world reborn.  

 - Fr. Rob  

SUNDAY, 28 NOVEMBER 2021 — FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

PSALTER WEEK 1, Lectionary Cycle C 

A  L IVES I M P L Y  a n d  F A I R T R A D E  P A R I S H  

Anni Topping, who died 
last weekend; and Sheila Corcoran, Deirdre 
College, Denise Miller, Tony Mitchell, Stefan 
Petrusewiez and Joan Marwick, whose 
anniversaries of death fall at this time. 

Prayers needed? A book of prayer intentions 
is placed on the altar at all masses. If you’d like a 
name or intention added to the book, phone/e-
mail Fr. Rob. 

Bereavement Ministry: I f you would like to 
learn more about becoming involved with this 
ministry (either now or later), please email 
bereavement@olchurch.org.uk or contact the 
parish office. 

For our keeping of Advent – that it may be a time of renewed hope, 
more gentle living and quiet preparation to welcome the Lord Jesus at his birth; for all expectant mothers and 
fathers; for migrants and refugees; for Pope Francis’ prayer intention for December: “for catechists, summoned to 
announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.”  

Keeping Each Other Safe: Be mindful that the pandemic is not over and that some are very vulnerable, 
even after being ‘double-jabbed’. Sanitise your hands on entry, wear a mask unless exempt (especially 
when singing) and give people space. We’re all working together to keep OLOL covid-secure. If you have any 
concerns e: office@olchurch.org.uk / t: 020 8398 2191. 
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This Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent – and the beginning of the new liturgical year (with readings from 
Luke's Gospel – 'Year C' in the lectionary). There will be a plant stall, a cake stall and a display of Adrian 
Simpson's craftwork (from stained glass to wickerwork and wood-turning), with proceeds going to ElmbridgeCAN 
to support Afghan and Syrian child refugees; and the raffling of a beautiful wooden Le Toy Van dolls house in aid 
of the Wake family's extra travel costs.  

During Advent we precede weekend masses w ith 5 minutes' silent prayer. Come early in order to join 
symbolically in this season of waiting for the Lord's coming and to make space for the Lord in our busy schedules. 

This Sunday the Friends of Arundel Cathedral invite you to Pontifical Sung Vespers for the First Sunday 
of Advent with Bishop Richard in the cathedral at 6.30pm (followed by refreshments). If you'd like to become a 
Friend of Arundel Cathedral to support this magnificent building, see https://arundelcathedralfriends.uk/  

Celebrating Reconciliation: There is a Parish Reconciliation Service at 7.30pm this Monday. Fr. Rob w ill 
also be available in church from 9.30-10.00am (or until required) each Saturday through Advent. 

Advent Group: All are welcome to join the Advent Group exploring the ‘Synodal Path’ set out by Pope 
Francis, meeting at church on Fridays at 10.15am (after 9.30am mass) on 3, 10, 17 December. Materials will be 
provided. 

Covid and climate change are leading many to ask questions about life and faith. The Alpha course, on 
Monday evenings from January 17th, is an open and friendly space to ask those questions, explore the meaning of 
life and connect with others. Alpha is for everyone, whether you go to church never, rarely, sometimes or always, 
you are very welcome. Come along and bring a friend! Email alpha@olchurch.org.uk to find out more. 

Love Christmas - Bags of Kindness: Volunteers needed to deliver our 'Bags of Kindness' to local people 
on Sunday 5th December from 2pm. Can you spare an hour or so of your time to help make someone's Christmas 
a little better? Please contact:  Katie Cooper -  curlykatie66@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Living Simply: COP26 has finished but the urgency hasn ’t gone away. As a parish, we want to continue to 
pray, think and take action to change our corner of the world for the better. Please join the Living Simply Group to 
help plan the actions we can take locally. No specific skills or knowledge are needed, only a love of the planet! We 
meet every couple of months. Next meeting - January 13th 2022 at 8pm. 

Back for 2021 - the Live Simply Advent Calendar: Full of achievable ideas for reducing our environmental 
impact including some delicious recipes for Meat-free Mondays!  Join in at https:/ / bit.ly/ 3HSpw l1  

The return of the soups! Come along for a festive soup on 15th December in the hall at 12.30pm. Our 
monthly soups are a friendly and delicious way to get to know more people in our community. If you or anyone 
you know needs transport, please contact soups@olchurch.org.uk. To help us stay safer with Covid, we won’t be 
involving the children from St Paul’s at this stage. And if you are a secret soup maker and would like to join the 
soup-making rota for 2022, please let us know! 

Taketime meditations are a calm, compassionate space to meet God. Our Taketime group also offers 
the opportunity to explore your faith with others. 8-8.45pm every Wednesday via zoom. Please email 
meditations@olchurch.org.uk for the zoom link. Go to https://taketime.org.uk/ to try the meditations at home. 

'The Synodal Path' is the name given by Pope Francis to a two-year journey of listening to the Spirit and to each 
other at every level of Church life to discern the way forward for our mission and ministry. Pope Francis has 
outlined 10 areas for discussion, asking what we are called to be (Communion), what we are called to do (Mission) 
and how we can ensure the inclusion of all (Participation). Arundel & Brighton Diocese has now published a 
discussion guide. Why not gather a few friends to discuss the issues raised? Individuals can also make their own 
submissions via the diocesan website. See https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/synod. We'll look more closely as a 
parish at some of the issues after the New Year. Remember that this is a listening exercise – listening to each 
other (especially to voices 'on the margins') and to the Scriptures in order to hear “what the Spirit is saying to the 
Churches” (cf. Rev 2.7). 

School Applications: Parents w ith children due to start school in September, 2022 are invited to 
contact Fr. Rob if his signature is needed on Supplementary Information Forms for Catholic primary school places. 

December 2nd is the United Nations International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. Modern slavery is an 
international trade in human misery. Could you offer 1 minute of silent prayer on the 2nd for the estimated 40 
million slaves in the world today, for the 136,000 of those slaves in the United Kingdom, and for the end of 
Modern Slavery? 

Message from CAFOD: Like many women around the world, Garmah in Liberia had no legal rights to 
her home when her husband died. CAFOD worked with local experts to help her and now Garmah and her children 
live rightfully and happily together in their family home. Thank you for your support which enables hundreds of 
women like Garmah remain in their homes during times of struggle. Other examples of our work can be found in 
our World Gift catalogues or website worldgifts.cafod.org.uk. Have a wonderful Christmas. 

Pax Christi have some striking new designs of religious Christmas cards, in mixed packs of 10 cards, as 
well as Palestinian olive-wood items, books and other seasonal gifts, available at https://paxchristi.org.uk/shop/ 

Catholic Papers: The Tablet, which provides not only up-to-date news of the Catholic community at home 
and abroad but also high quality reflection on world news, ethics and the arts is available in the narthex. (You can 
take one of the previous week’s issues to have a look for free to have a look!) It is an important part of our faith 
that we should nourish it with reading and reflection.  

The Pilgrimage People - Online Advent Talks 2021: Thurs 2 December - Walking with Jesus in Jerusalem, a 
virtual pilgrimage in the footsteps of Jesus. Thurs 9 December - The Footsteps of the Apostle Paul in Rome, an 
informative journey through early Rome and St. Paul’s travels. Thurs 16 December - Pilgrimage, why are so many 
people who describe themselves as ‘not religious’ going on pilgrimage nowadays? All talks live on Zoom at 4pm 
and also recorded for you to watch in your own time. £40 for the series. To book e: info@pilgrimagepeople.org. 
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